
Southern Hebrides Tour - April 2016 

We were assured that late April was the ideal time to tour the west coast of Scotland –apparently  

the prevailing wind is easterly at that time of year, or so we were told.  

Amazingly, it turned out to be right. After a 5am start we drove up to Ardrossan, which is just SW of 

Glasgow, and left the car in a long stay car park at the ferry terminal. A bargain at £11 for a week.  

Day 1 (24 miles) Our first Cal Mac ferry crossing took the 8 of us on the one hour trip across to 

Brodick on the Isle of Arran.  Climbing up the road across the middle of the island soon saw us 

removing layers of clothing as we were greeted by sparkling sunshine and fabulous views over the 

Kilbrannan Sound to Kintyre. There is very little accommodation on Arran so we stayed in the Youth 

Hostel at Lochranza from where we were catching the ferry the next morning. The Youth Hostel 

turned out to be perfectly adequate and although the breakfast was fairly basic we had a good 

evening meal in the local pub. 

 

 Day 2 (22 miles) The short ferry trip from Lochranza to Claonaig on Kintyre landed in the middle of 

nowhere but the obligatory uphill then downhill ride took us across the peninsula to our next ferry 

from Kennacraig to Port Askaig on Islay. Not having had enough of ferries for one day we then took a 

tiny boat across to Jura. 

Jura has one road. Naturally we took this and rode to Craighouse, the home of the Isle of Jura 

distillery and the only hotel. Beautiful scenery, no traffic, good company, a lovely hotel with 

excellent food, what more can you want on a cycling tour?  



Day 3 (31 miles) We retraced our route back to the ferry the next morning and encountered a heavy 

rain shower. However it lasted for 10 minutes and turned out to be the only rain of the entire trip. 

 More quiet roads across Islay and we headed for Bowmore where we gave in to the temptation of a 

distillery trip. Having not been to one before it was very interesting but we quickly discovered that 

free whisky and cycling don’t go together! Another scenic ride, this time around the coast to Port 

Charlotte passing several more distilleries on the way. Half the group stayed in the local Youth 

Hostel  which was rather more basic than the previous one. We had booked rooms in a pub but on 

arrival were greeted with  ”Do you want something?” “We have come to check into our rooms 

please” “Well you can’t, the owners are away”. Suffice to say that after prolonged discussion we did 

check into our rooms and enjoyed another excellent meal at the only eating establishment in town.   

Day 4 (22 miles) The weather forecast for the following day was predicting high winds  from the 

north which was a shame as we were heading back north east to Port Askaig. However we had 

another lovely day including a visit to the Loch Gruinart Nature Reserve for a spot of birdwatching. It 

was indeed very windy and hard work. On arrival at Port Askaig we were informed that the ferry that 

we were due to catch at 8am the next morning would now sail from Port Ellen 18 miles away on the 

south coast as it was unable to moor overnight in the swell caused by the northerly wind.  When we 

explained that we were on bikes Cal Mac immediately arranged a minibus for 7am the next morning 

to take us to the ferry along with a truck to take the bikes. Considering that that we were paying 

around £3 a head as foot passengers we were very impressed. 

 



Day 4 (35 miles) So an early morning drive across Islay, past the vast areas of peat allocated to the 

numerous distilleries, a very comfortable 2.5 hour ferry trip back to Kintyre, a few miles riding then 

another short ferry trip. This was on a small open ferry and there was a large swell due to the wind  

which made for an interesting half hour as we tried to keep ourselves and our bikes out of the sea-

spray.  This was the longest riding day of the trip with a beautiful ride along the Kyles of Bute and a 5 

minute ferry trip onto the island of Bute. Our last stay was in Rothesay which is very scenic but 

rather like going back in time. 

Day 5 (20 miles) Our last ferry journey was back across the Firth of Clyde to Wemyss ( Weems) Bay  

and a ride down the coast back to the car at Ardrossan. After  a week of sunshine we  encountered a 

hailstorm within 10 minutes of reaching the car. How lucky was that! 

Just a few thoughts on the trip. 

 The distances weren’t long but there were lots of hills. We had time to see places rather than just 

ride through them .There was very little traffic which made the cycling even better.  

The ferries were excellent. No pre-booking was required and the staff were very helpful when 

boarding. 

Accommodation and places to eat are limited on the islands and even in April we had to pre-book 

guest houses well in advance and arrange somewhere to eat as soon as we arrived. Everywhere we 

stayed had drying rooms – useful for drying washed cycling kit.  

It was great! 


