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Welcome to our Annual Awards Evening. This evening is a 

celebration of the achievements of many of our members during 

2016 in national and local competitions run by our club. 

This year the Tour De Yorkshire women’s and men’s tour set off from 

Otley. It has been another successful team for our patron both in 

racing with her Boels Dolman team and her marriage in September to 

Philip Deignan. We approach our 90
th
 birthday year as a club with an 

active interest in cycling at every level within the club and with our 

club colours clearly out on the roads of Wharfedale and beyond. 

 

 



THE AWARDS 
BEST ALL ROUNDER 
The BAR Awards represent an overall achievement across the year in open 
competitions. Our winners have consistently performed over a range of 
different distances. 
 

Senior Best All Rounder (BAR) was not awarded this year, an 
opportunity for next year for our time-trialers… 
 
Senior Women Best All Rounder (BAR) 
This trophy is won by Claire Jessop after yet another excellent season for 
her. Her average speed was 23.65 mph in a series of time trials over 10, 25 
and 50 miles 
 
Veteran All Rounder (40 + over) Gareth Metcalfe has had another 
excellent season and wins this award (calculated on the basis of time trials 
results over 10, 25 and 50 miles using the Age Standard Handicap).  
 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S AWARDS 
Our youth membership continues to grow, our coaching scheme is 
oversubscribed and our Flyers and Mini Flyer social rides are growing all 
the time. Our awards are based on achievements both within the club and 
in regional/national competitions 
Poussin Awards – Under 12s 
Gold Award 
Emily Middlebrooke, Isobel Wilks, Poppy Peacock, Daniel Middlebrooke, 
Alex Hodgkins 
Silver Award 
James Luxton, Ruaridh Aylward, Jack Wilks 
Bronze Award 
Hannah Luxton, Jacob Peacock, Annie Chambers, Lucy Cullen, Isla 
Aylward, Amelia Ward-Game, Amber Peacock, Jake Powell, Lily Cullen, 
Adam Powell, Zachary Quin, Kitty Quin 
 
Cadet Awards – Under 16s 
Gold Award 
Tom Cullen, Megan Cullen, Eleanor Hunt, Sasha Kitching, Sam Howcroft, 
James Wordsworth, Will Brown, Robbie Pollard 
Silver Award 
Harry Hunt, James Allen, Toby Kitching, James Coates 
Bronze Award 
James Veitch, Jonathan Allen, Ruari Waterworth, Dylan Lyons 
 



 
Harry Buckley Award 
Harry was a member of OCC and attended coaching during 2013.  He had 
a great time at coaching and loved coming to our weekly sessions when he 
was well enough, as Harry was ill with a rare form of cancer. Sadly Harry 
lost his battle with the disease in April 2014 aged 6. This memorial award is 
presented to a rider from the Blue group who has reflected 
Harry's enthusiasm, keenness, willingness to have a go and love of riding 
his bike.  
The 2016 winner is Annie Chambers.  
 
THE SUNDAY CLUB RUNS POINTS COMPETITION is open to all club 
members, with riders getting points for reaching the coffee and lunch stops 
on the Sunday day rides. The winner is the person with the highest points 
over the year.  
The Social Section trophy is for ride leaders and back markers on the half 
day rides, with points allocated each time someone helps. 
Overall Champion Paul Agar: 100 points. Ian Oliver Trophy. 
A Section Champion Maria Filby: 62 points. 
Intermediate Champion Alison Baxter: 77 points. 
B Section Champion: Nicole Mann 42 points 
Ride Team Volunteer Champion: Jill Birch 48 points sponsored by 
Whiteghyll Plastics  

 
 
TIME TRIALS 
Time Trials are designed to test a cyclist’s speed at a set distance; the 
winner will be the person who has the best time at the overall distance. 
Each cyclist races individually. The club organises a range of different time 
trials and welcomes participation from all members. Newer riders benefit 
from the handicap system which makes it possible to win an award without 
having to be the fastest rider. 

 

FAST AND FURIOUS AWARDS 
These awards are to people who cycle very quickly over a short flattish 
distance. The 10 mile and 30 mile are both on the Walshford Course. 
10 MILE TIME TRIAL 
Men’s Champion: Jon Sharpe 22.47 – Keith Webb Award 
Women’s Champion: Helen Goldthorpe 25.56 – Joyce Webb Award 
Handicap Winner: Tom Broadley 21.20 (5.07 H’cap) 
Junior Champion: Sam Howcroft 26.55 
Junior Handicap: Sam Howcroft 22.10 (4.45 H’cap) 
Fastest Junior Woman on the Walshford Course: Megan Cullen 28.02 
(PH-MAS Cycling Award) 

Welcome to our Annual Awards Evening. This evening is a 

celebration of the achievements of some of our members over 2014 

in national and local competitions run by our club. This has been an 

amazing year for Otley, with a highlight being the Tour de France 

coming through our town. The focus on cycling in Yorkshire has 

given us much to be proud of and enjoy! 



 
25 MILE TIME TRIAL 
Men’s Champion: Tom Cullen: 1.00.25 
Women’s Champion: Claire Jessop 1.10.26 – Beryl Burton Award 
Handicap Winner: Stuart Newbould: 56.55 (9.18 H’cap) –Wolstenholme 
Award 
 
30 MILE TIME TRIAL 
Men’s Champion: Gareth Metcalfe 1.11.24 - Ian Walsh Memorial Trophy.  
Women’s Champion: Claire Jessop 1.24.22- Howcroft Award 
Handicap Winner: Claire Jessop 1.10.37 (13.45 H’cap) Chevin Rose Bowl. 

 
 

ENDURANCE AWARDS  
To win one of these awards you must be prepared to suffer for a long time 
in the saddle and still smile at the end! 
 
50 MILE CHAMPIONSHIP 
This is an open competition and trophies are awarded to the fastest entrant 
Men’s Champion: Gareth Metcalfe 1.59.26 (Arnold Sowden Trophy) 
Handicap Winner: Steve Broadley, 1.53.14 (25.50 H’cap)  
 
100 MILE TIME TRIAL 
There were no Otley riders competing in this year’s competition. 
 
12 HOUR TIME TRIAL 
You really do keep riding for 12 hours, covering as many miles as you can! 
Men’s Champion: Phil Mason: 219.214 Challenge Trophy. 
Handicap Winner: Gary Purchon 237.332 miles (25.00 H’cap) 
Women’s Winner: Christine Bell and Rachel Crowther 187.017 miles 
 
24 HOUR TIME TRIAL 
Finally the club record set by George Baxter in 1969 has been beaten! Iain 
came 10

th
 overall in the Mersey Road 24 competition. 

Men’s Champion: Iain Findley 441.685 miles 
 
 

POINTS MEANS PRIZES 
In this category the challenge is about consistency across a range of 
different races and time trials so that you can build up your overall points 

Track Champion was Tom Cullen with 17 points from British Cycling Track 
racing events  



Road Race Champion  (Trophy du Coureur) was at last won after many 
years of life in the attic of the trophy organisers. Tom Cullen 70 points. 

Young Women’s BC Points Champion: Megan Cullen 19 points (PH-
MAS Cycling Trophy) 

Young Men’s BC Points Champion: Tom Cullen 87 points  
 
Cyclocross Champion: Sam Howcroft 1077pts (MAS Design Award) 
 
TIME TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
These awards are for points accumulated in a range of TT competitions 
including the 10, 25, 30, 50,100 miles, the 12 hour and the 14 mile hilly,  
Men’s Champion: Phil Mason: 79 points – Chevin Cycles Points Trophy 
Women’s Champion: Helen Goldthorpe 41 points - Lizzie Armitstead 
Trophy 
 
 
THE OTLEY AND BEYOND AWARDS 
These new awards are for club members who have explored beyond Otley 
either by taking part in organized rides (sportive/audax) or by undertaking 
an interesting bike tour. Our members have taken the club colours to many 
places, attracting attention and encouragement from all! 
 
Billie Fleming Sporting Miles Champion: Ann Howe –  980 miles  
 
True Cycling Sporting Miles Champion: Barry Atha – 1657 miles 
 
Grand Tour Award: Sophie English  and Harry Hunt – joint winners– you 
can read all the inspiring entries for this award on our website, hope it 
encourages you to travel far in 2017 
 
 
THE MOUNTAIN GOATS CHALLENGE 
One thing we have a lot of in Otley is hills so the ability to ride fast up a hill 
is a club speciality! 
14 Mile Hilly Time Trial 
Men’s Champion: Tom Cullen: 39.07 
Women’s Champion: Megan Cullen 52.45 
Junior Champion: Robbie Pollard:  40.18 
Handicap Winner: Tim Howcroft: 38.31 (3.45 H’cap) 
  



HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP 
Our Open event starts with a climb up Guise Edge which is a steep climb 
out of Pateley Bridge. After a short rest the riders then complete the 
challenge by climbing up Norwood Edge, it is only the Norwood Edge climb 
element that is used for our OCC award. 
Champion: Sam Ward (6.00) Hill Climb Tankard 
Women’s Champion: Eleanor Hunt 8.14.04 Queen of Mountains  
 
 

THE TESTING TRIANGLE 
Every Thursday evening in the summer the club time trials are held on the 
Pool Triangle 12.5 mile circuit, with points being allocated on the basis of 
greatest improvement on previous performance. The Triangle tests out your 
fitness levels, you can see how you have improved (or not) during the 
season. Over the few years there has been a growth in club members 
competing in the Triangle event as novice riders and this has made the 
points competition very competitive down to the last race of the season! 
 
Overall Champion Stephen Broadley 45 points : Otley CC Trophy. 
Fastest Man: Jon Sharpe 29.35  
Fastest Veteran on age standard: Tim Howcroft and Chris Yates+3.44 
Fastest Woman: Helen Goldthorpe 34.11 

 

CLUB PERSON OF THE YEAR 

This award is not for racing. It is for someone who has made an overall 
contribution to the club. Nominations are sought from Otley Cycle Club 
members and this year for the first time the vote was done electronically by 
members.   

There was a wide range of nominees in 2016, reflecting the energy many of 
our members put into the club: Christine Bell, John Barnett, Liz Hills, 
Sheldon Howcroft, Peter Middlebrooke, Ben Peacock and Rob Wilks  

The winner of the award for 2016 goes to John Barnett 

“His care for the club house is second to none, from clearing up untidy 
rooms, to sorting out blocked drains and overseeing major refurbishments - 
he probably knows it better than his own house! The effort he has put into 

the racing secretary's job is fantastic. He has helped to introduce lots of 

new riders to the racing element of cycling this year, stoking up a buzz in 
this area. He has also volunteered for the social section on several 
occasions and even found time to get out on his bike for himself. All this 
done in his typically understated way, just getting on with it.” 



OUR TROPHY SPONSORS 

Since 2014 we have been building our collection of permanent trophies, 
particularly in the categories for women and younger members. We know 
that the permanent trophies provide a real heritage for our members and 
many of our trophies have the names of winners going back to the 1950s.  

We have collected over £1,000 to purchase new trophies thanks to the 
generosity of club members and external sponsors. We have purposefully 
chosen trophies which are distinctive and varied and have avoided the 
more expensive trophies with the associated insurance concerns, 

The Keith Webb Men’s 10 Mile Time Trial Trophy 

The trophy is sponsored by Yorkshire Radiology, who provide a full range 
of diagnostic and interventional radiology (scans, MRI, xrays…) services for 
private and self-funding patients. Their team has a number of sports 
specialists to help you get back on your bike! The team at Yorkshire 
Radiology have chosen to name this trophy in honour of Keith Webb and 
his valued contribution to OCC as a race organiser and time keeper.  
 

The Joyce Webb Women’s 10 Mile Time Trial Trophy 

Joyce Webb was a successful time trialist in the 1960s and 1970s. In 1965 
she raced with Morley CC in a team with Beryl Burton, winning  two 
National Championship team medals with Beryl. This trophy was funded 
thanks to the generous support of one anonymous donor 
 
Integral FP 100 Mile TT Handicap 
This trophy is sponsored by Integral FP to provide a visible reward for the 
many hours our winner has spent in the saddle. Integral FP is owned by 
Stephen Groves, a specialist in investment and pension planning. He will 
help you to plan your finances so you have enough money to invest in your 
bikes in the future! 
 
Sporting Miles Trophies 
Billie Fleming Women’s Champion This trophy was sponsored by an 
anonymous donor and has been named to pay tribute to Billie Fleming. 
Billie set the most hours cycled by a woman in a year in 1938 by cycling 
every day to encourage more women to cycle.  
True Cycling Men’s Champion Our sponsor True Cycling organises the 
Otley Sportive and the women’s Otley Sportiva and a range of sportives 
outside of Otley.  

Otley Cycle Club Ride Team Volunteer Award 
This award was is to recognise the hard work and energy that club 
members put into leading and back marking our half day Sunday rides, 



which are often the first ride new club members attend. Points are awarded 
each time someone takes on a designated role on the rides. The award has 
been sponsored by Whiteghyll Plastics who are based in Bradford and 
who design and manufacture a range of visual displays 

 
Cyclo-Cross Points Champion 
This award celebrates the increased involvement of our members in the 
sport of Cyclo-Cross. This trophy has been sponsored by MAS Design who 
are based in Guiseley and offer a full range of architectural design services. 
The company has been a loyal supporter of the club for many years, 
sponsoring our Triangle Time Trial programme. 

 
Chevin Cycles Championship Points – Men’s 
Chevin Cycles we sponsor this trophy for our male champions so we can 
establish a legacy for this competitive championship. As a club we are very 
grateful to the continued financial and practical support provided by Chevin 
Cycles to our club members. 
 

PH-MAS CYCLING YOUNG WOMEN’S AWARDS 

PH-MAS Cycling was launched in 2014 to support competitive junior and 

women’s racing in a range of different cycling disciplines. They sponsor two 

specific awards for young women Walshford 10 Time Trial Champion and 

Young Women’s Points Champion 

 
12 Hour Time Trial Women’s Champion 
This new trophy has been sponsored by the Centre for Facilitation. One of 
the Directors of the company, Christine Bell, was the pilot for the women’s 
tandem and the rest of the company wanted to support her efforts in 
training for this event. Centre for Facilitation organise team meetings and 
events across the UK, making them shorter, more focused and much more 
enjoyable. 
 

If you (or your company) would like to sponsor a trophy in the future 

please contact Rachel Crowther to discuss sponsorship options.  



Otley Cycle Club Touring Award 

To participate in the award members were asked to submit a short 
summary of their tour, including photographs.  

The judging panel for 2016 were: Sarah Heartfield, Chris Boulton and 
Ruth Swanwick. Our joint winners were Sophie English with her inspiring 
description of her Tour of the Danube with her dad and Harry Hunt with his 
epic Lands’ End to John O’Groats tour with Tom Radcliffe. We also had 
excellent entries from Steve Morris and Jill Birch – all entries are featured 
on the club website and we hope these encourage you to consider going on 
a tour this year! 

“The best of touring to me is the experience of different places and 
people, learning about other approaches to life and the different 
perspectives even a relatively modest distance can bring. Different 
landscapes, architecture, wildlife and many other things combine to make 
a bike ride into a tour.” Judging Panel 

Cycle Tour of the Danube 3-10 July 2016 
Sophie English – edited highlights 

Me and my dad, Jeff, completed a 200 mile European charity cycle ride 
along the River Danube in July this year. We explored three fascinating 
countries, had a great time along the way, and raised an incredible £3,500 
for Cancer Research UK. It wasn't part of an organised event, just 
something we decided to do ourselves.   
 
Overall, we had 6 glorious days of cycling, and relatively flat terrain 
compared to the hills of Yorkshire. Most of the route was on dedicated off 
road cycle paths that were wide and very well signed along the entire route. 
We went through three capital cities – Vienna, Bratislava and Budapest and 
some very rural parts of Austria, Slovakia and Hungary where we got a real 
taste of the local traditions and culture.  

 



Cycle Tour Lands End to John O’Groats  
Harry Hunt – edited highlights 

Our tour took us 18 days and we 
travelled 1065 miles travelling on 
this epic route. We choose to 
camp most nights and carried 
our equipment on our bikes 
(50kg). We spent 130 hours 
riding our bikes and experienced 
a number of mechanicals 
including 9 punctures, 1 snapped 
gear cable, 1 broken chain and a 
damaged tyre which remained 
bodged with a £5 note for the last 

4 days of our tour! It was a testament to our friendship that we remain good 
friends after our adventures! 

Weekend Club Runs 

A special mention this year to the heart beat of our cycling community, the 

weekend club runs. We really do offer rides for people of all ages and 

abilities and the last few years has seen a huge growth in participation in 

our regular weekly rides. 

On Saturdays the Flyers and Mini Flyers 

provide rides for children and young people 

under 18 years old. Our new informal Mountain 

Goat rides provide a hilly riding challenge for 

members and other informal rides go to Buffers 

and Cavendish Pavilion. 

On Sundays a full range of club rides caters for 

people who love a faster long ride and those 

who like more leisurely social rides ranging 

from full day rides to the shorter half day rides, 

which are a great way for new members to try 

out the club and experience the fun of social group riding.   

In total over a weekend over 120 Otley Club cyclists are out on the roads 

around Otley on club organised rides, proudly wearing their Otley blue kit 

and cheerfully greeting other cyclists.   



Honorary Member 2017: Lizzie Deignan 

In the club's 90th year it seems only fitting that Lizzie Deignan is bestowed 
an Honorary Membership.  

Lizzie become our club Patron following her Silver medal at the 2012 
Olympics. Since then she has gone from strength to strength, becoming 
one of the most respected riders in the elite women's peloton. Her dream of 
becoming road World Champion became a reality in 2015, and she did the 
rainbow stripes proud in 2016 with six race wins as world champ, including 
ticking a huge box with her win at Tour of Flanders.  

As a club we have definitely enjoyed the 
'Lizzie' effect, with a lot of our riders now 
wanting to follow in her footsteps. We have 
seen people of all ages and abilities inspired to 
take up cycling. Our youngest groups are 
constantly growing in numbers and our club 
coaching has also gone from strength to 
strength. The juniors are very proud to show 
off 'the stripes’; Lizzie generously gifted them 
when she took time out of her busy schedule 
to meet with them. Lizzie is a massive 
inspiration to all of us. 

“Thank you so much for making me an honorary member of Otley Cycling 
Club. It's a privilege to be bestowed a membership in this way. It's strange 
to hear you talk about me as an inspiration because this club is an 
inspiration to me. When I was first starting out in the sport, I didn't have a 
group of young riders to share my love for and excitement about cycling 
with. What you have created for your youngest members will serve them 
well not only in cycling but in life.  

The support the Otley Cycling Club, and especially the Mini Flyers, have 
given me and my Boels-Dolmans teammates is incredible. We're so 
appreciative of the photos and videos shared, comments made and likes 
and retweets. It's even better when the relationship can extend beyond the 
virtual. It's great to see so many of you out on your bikes when I'm home”  

 



We give thanks to the many people who work behind the scenes running 

the competitions, collating the scores and supporting the club in so many 

ways. Without the work at all levels of the club this Awards dinner would not 

be possible.  

Thanks to the awards team: Rachel Crowther, Christine Bell, Andrew 
Crowther, Adrian Thompson, Peter Middlebrook and all our members who 
have helped tonight. 
 
Thanks to: Shoe Craft of Otley who continue to provide us with excellent 
friendly engraving service, our printers Small Print Menston and to Otley 
Golf Club for hosting our dinner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This programme was sponsored by  Centre for Facilitation. We 
provide facilitators to make your meetings, conferences and 

events shorter, more purposeful, and more engaging. 
www.centreforfacilitation.co.uk 

   

Welcome to our Annual Awards Evening. This evening is a 

celebration of the achievements of some of our members over 2014 

in national and local competitions run by our club. This has been an 

amazing year for Otley, with a highlight being the Tour de France 

coming through our town. The focus on cycling in Yorkshire has 

given us much to be proud of and enjoy! 

http://www.centreforfacilitation.co.uk/

